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Central Committee of the World Council of 
Churches at its first post-Assembly meeting in 
Evanston, Illinois, in August, 1954. The 90 mem- 
bers of the Central Committee, representing the 
World Council’s member churches, meets annual- 
ly. The 1955 meeting was held in Davos, Switzer- 


land, August 2-9. In the front row center are 
Dr. Franklin Clark Fry and to his right (in light 
suit) Dr. Ernest A. Payne, chairman and vice-chair- 
man respectively of the Central Committee which 
wll serve until the next Assembly tn 1960. 


DAVOS HIGHLIGHTS 


The Central Committee of the World Council 
of Churches met in the mountain village of 
Davos, Switzerland, August 2-9, for one of its 
busiest and most important sessions. The 90- 
member Committee represented churches from 
all parts of the world and over 160 communions. 


Working committees of the World Council's 
divisions and departments met the week prior 
to the Central Committee, to plan the day-to- 
day business of the Council's activities in the 
fields of ecumenical action, studies, inter-church 
aid and service to refugees, and international af- 
fairs. Consultations on cooperation of men and 
women in church and society, Christianity and 
non-Christian religions, and church responsi- 
bility in European affairs were also held in 
Davos. Some 300 clergy and laymen, including 
staff, participated. 

Main themes of the Davos meeting were: 
“Various meanings of Christian unity and the 
unity which the World Council of Churches 
seeks to promote,” and “Implications of Chris- 
tian unity for inter-church aid and for assist- 
ance to under-developed countries.” 


TWO NEW MEMBER CHURCHES 


The National Baptist Convention of America 
(unincorporated ) with a membership of 2,600,- 
000 has been approved for membership in the 
World Council of Churches by the Central Com- 
mittee, which also approved the application of 
the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Silesia in 
the Czechoslovak Republic, membership about 
50,000. 


BUILDING PROGRAM 


A projected building program for the G 
headquarters of the World Council of Ch 
including office facilities, chapel, and li 
was approved. Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, 
man of the finance committee, presented” 
$750,000 building program. Member chu 
will be asked to raise $300,000 by the tenth 
niversary of the World Council of Church 
August, 1958. The remaining $450,000 will | 
sought from individual contributors and | 
dations. 


Over 20 offices are now housed in two tet 
porary wooden barracks. The General Secretar. 
occupies a Swiss-type chalet and other offie 
are located in remodeled houses on the wood 
property a few blocks from the center 
Geneva. 


BUDGETS 


The Central Committee authorized the Dir: 
tor of the Division of Inter-church Aid @ 
Service to Refugees to seek funds for the ge 
eral service program of the Division for 19 
on the basis of a budget totaling $725,000, - 
cluded in this figure are expenses for Service: 
Refugees, health, ecumenical scholarships, we 
camps, fraternal workers, field workers, and 
menical staff service programs. Last year 
churches and councils provided funds for t 
program which is outside the regular Wo 
Council budget. 


The finance committee reported that expen 
for general budget of the World Council 
Churches in 1955 will be about $446,500 and 
1956 will be approximately $453,000. 


—ceewel 111i. 


TOWARD PEACE 


A two-thousand-word message was sent to the 

_ Patriarch of Moscow and all the Russias and the 

_ Holy Synod of the Russian Orthodox Church, in 
answer to a communication of last February. 
The correspondence had been originally sparked 
by the World Council's Evanston Appeal on 
Peace and Justice. Sending of the message from 
Davos, as drafted by the Executive Committee 
of the World Council and presented by the 
Bishop of Chichester, was unnanimously ap- 
proved by the Central Committee. 


In answer to the Moscow Patriarchate’s in- 
quiry about participation of the World Council 
~ of Churches in the World Peace Council, the let- 
ter cited and attached a copy of the “Disarma- 
ment and Peaceful Change” resolution unani- 
mously adopted by the World Council on the 
previous day, calling for an international agency 
composed of technicians and scientists to make 
a new approach to reduction of armaments un- 
der international inspection, linked with devel- 
opment of “methods for peaceful settlement or 
peaceful change to rectify existing injustices.” 


It quoted: “In face of difficulties that may at 
times seem insuperable, we urge unwavering 
effort to devise and put into effect, under ade- 
quate inspection and control, a system for the 
elimination and prohibition of atomic, hydrogen 
and all other weapons of mass destruction, as 
well as the reduction of all armaments to a 
minimum. At the same time we caution against 
over-simplified formulas which are pressed mere- 
ly to secure propaganda advantage or superficial 
agreements. Reliance on such formulas could 


subsequently expose an unprepared world to 
greater danger.” 


The letter also stressed the attention the Cen- 
tral Committee had given in its Davos meeting 
to the progress of work in countries where 
standards of living are low. 


“We hope that we have said enough to indi- 
cate how important a place Christian work for 
peace, justice, and freedom has in the prayers 
and thinking and activities of the member 
churches of the World Council,” the letter con- 
tinued. “The World Council has entrusted par- 
ticular tasks in the field to the Commission of 
the Churches on International Affairs. We do 
not feel that the reasons which have prevented 
us from cooperating in the World Peace Coun- 
cil have lost their force; but we hope that con- 
versations will lead us to a better understanding 
of one another's positions.” 


EVANSTON MADE A DIFFERENCE 


A report received from the Executive Com- 
mittee indicated that interest in the work of the 
World Council of Churches since its 1954 As- 
sembly has been greatly accelerated not only in 
member churches but in many churches—Ortho- 
dox, Protestant, and Roman Catholic—which do 
not belong to the ecumenical council. “As a re- 
sult of this interest in our Assembly, in several 
churches the question of participation in the 
World Council is being widely discussed,” the 
report stated. It added that the most compre- 
hensive efforts being made by national councils 
to follow up the Evanston Assembly are those 
of the National Council of Churches of Christ 
in the U.S.A., and the Hungarian Ecumenical 
Council. 


Tells How to Create 
Ecumenical Memorial 


“Thoughtful people desire to perpetuate the 
things that mean most to them.” 

This is the central theme of a new leaflet 
prepared by the World Council of Churches for 
the guidance of persons who wish to prolong 
their Christian influence far into the future 
through trust funds, insurance arrangements, OF 
wills. The leaflet lists five ways in which gifts 
or bequests may be made through the “Friends 
of the World Council” in order to strengthen 
not merely a single unit of the Church but the 
Christian cause as a whole, thus assuring the 
donor a part in building the more united 
Church that the world so sorely needs. 

“Byen in times as uncertain as our own, the 
leaflet points out, “there are a few great things 
on which we may confidently build for the 
future. Greatest among them is the Christian 
Church. It is the fountain-head of the best in- 
fluences in our civilization and can be counted 
on to outlast all other institutions 

"When you are making your will,” it adds, 
“you are deciding what you are most eager to 
help perpetuate. If there are members of your 
family dependent on you, you provide for their 
future in appropriate gifts. If the Church of 
Christ means much to you and you look to it as 
the most permanent factor in making a better 
world for your children and for generations still 
to come, you likewise remember it in your will.” 

Copies of the leaflet are available on request. 


Dr. Douglas Horton, long-time ecumenical | 
leader and for six years a member of the Worl 
Council of Churches’ Central Committee, has — 
been named dean of the Harvard Divinity” 


School. * * * * 4 


Miss Evangeline M. Thillayampalam, one of 
the leading women educators of India, and the 
holder of Master of Arts and Doctor of Philoso- 
phy degrees from Columbia University, New 
York, has been elected principal of Isabella 
Thoburn College, Lucknow, India, succeeding _ 
the late Sarah Chakko. 


*. * * * 

Dr. H. H. Wolf, theological professor at 
Bethel Bielefeld University, will succeed Dr, 
Hendrik Kraemer, who retires this summer 4s | 
Director of the Ecumenical Institute at Chateat 
de Bossey, Celigny, Switzerland. 

* * * * 

Anna-Brita Engnes has become the World 
Council of Churches Youth Work Camp Secre- 
tary. She succeeds Heiko Rohrbach, who is leav- 
ing the staff at the end of August. Miss Engnes 
was born in Berlin and is a chemist by pro- 
fession, She has worked at Iona Community, 
with the Swedish Mission to the Jews, with 
CIMADE, and in work camps in Sweden. 
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MEN AND WOMEN 


The Central Committee commended to the 
churches for study and action the report of the 
Department on Cooperation of Men and 
Women in Church and Society citing a broader 
Biblical basis for its work than has usually been 
quoted in this connection: that God created men 
and women and put them together under His 
blessing and His Order, Christ came to redeem 
both men and women, and the Holy Spirit was 
sent to both men and women. “Dangers of ab- 
stract and impersonal thinking can be avoided 
and more vital encounters achieved between 
practical and devotional life and theological dis- 
cussion when men and women cooperate in 
ecumentical discussion,” the report said. 


NEXT MEETINGS 


The Central Committee will hold its next 
meeting July 28-August 5, 1956, in or near 
Budapest, Hungary. 

Bishop John Peter, Reformed Church of Hun- 
gary, speaking on behalf of the Protestant 
churches of Hungary which tendered the invita- 
tion said that its acceptance was powerful dem- 
onstration of the unity of the World Council of 
Churches and of the unity of Christian churches 
in spite of all divisions. Speaking of the contri- 
butions of the churches to the easing of inter- 
national tensions, he referred to the fact that 
this was not a first invitation of the Hungarian 
churches to the World Council of Churches but 
had first been made when international tensions 
had been much sharper. 


The 1957 meeting will be held at Yale, the 
1958 meeting on the Island of Rhodes. 


NATIONAL CHRISTIAN COUNCILS 


National Christian Councils in various parts 
of the world will in the future have a recognized 
relationship to the World Council of Churches, 
according to plans reported by President Nathan 
Pusey of Harvard, chairman of the Council’s 
important Committee of Reference. “Associated 
councils” will be invited to send a fraternal dele- 
gate to meetings of the World Council Assem- 
bly, which take place every six years, and a con- 
sultant to the yearly meetings of the Central 
Committee. 


NEW DIA RESPONSIBILITIES 


Enlargement of the program of the Division 
of Inter-church Aid and Service to Refugees in 
Asia, Africa, and Latin America was authorized. 
“The burdens upon (these) churches are all the 
more serious since the churches are confronted 
with overwhelming spiritual and social tasks 
which grow out of the revolutionary changes 
taking place in their countries. What is called 
for is inter-church aid on an ecumenical basis,” 
the report stated. The Division of Studies will 
undertake a study of common Christian respon- 
sibility in areas of rapid social change. 


(A report on the work of the new Division 
of Studies will appear in the next Cowrier.) 


CAPTIONS 


(1) Discussing inter-church aid. 

(2) Working committee on cooperation of men 
and women in church and society. 

(3) Examining plans for new W.C.C. headquarters. 

(4) Serious study. 

(5) India and the Gold Coast. 

(6) In full cooperation with the I.M.C. 


The Local Church and the World Council of Churches 


by Dr. SAMUEL MCCREA CAVERT, Executive Secretary, 
US. Conference, World Council of Churches 


(Address to General Synod of Reformed Church in America— 
Buck Hills Falls, Jume 3, 1955) 


To many pastors and members of local 
churches the World Council doubtless seems to 
exist in an ecclesiastical stratosphere. It is too 
often regarded as a concern only of certain de- 
nominational officials with international con- 
tacts. Insofar as this remains true the whole 
ecumenical movement will be feeble. The great 
test of the World Council in the years immedi- 
ately ahead is: what difference does it make to 
the local church? The ecumenical movement is 
a special reminder of G. K. Chesterton’s oft- 
quoted remark, “Nothing is real until it is 
local.” 

The primary significance of the World Coun- 
cil is that for every congregation it enlarges 
the meaning of membership in the Christian 
Church. It does this in three different respects. 

(1) The World Council relates the local 
congregation to the world-wide Church. The 
Council stands as a visible witness to the fact 
that the Church has a more than national char- 
acter. Through the World Council the local 
church becomes a part of an organized fellow- 
ship which embraces Christians of many na- 
tions and many races. This fellowship includes 
peoples who are sharply separated by political, 
cultural, and economic differences. No iron cur- 
tain or bamboo curtain, or curtain of any other 
kind, can keep Christians wholly sundered from 
each other so long as there is a council of 
churches which is truly world-wide. 

(2) The World Council of Churches relates 
the local church to the other historic branches 
of Christianity. Through it we are brought into 
an active fellowship with Christians of many 
diverse traditions and backgrounds, with types 
of worship and organization ranging all the way 
from the Quakers at one extreme to the Eastern 
Orthodox on the other. The practice of some 
of the member churches (the Coptic Church 
of Egypt or the Mar Thoma Church of India, 
for example) may seem to us to be strange and 
queer. But if we learn through personal contact 
more about them our point of view changes. We 


become less impressed by their strangeness am 
more impressed by the fact that they have bor 
a continuous witness to Christ in a non-Chris: 
tian environment for almost twenty centuries 
We then begin to realize that in all of these 
churches, different as they are from ours, the 
Holy Spirit has been at work. So the Work 
Council becomes a way of strengthening ow: 
affirmation of the Apostle’s Creed “I believe 
the communion of the saints.” This great fellow- 
ship of the spirit finds its practical expressi 
in the Division of Inter-Church Aid. As a fe 
sult of its work we find ourselves interested 
helping churches which in some ways are Very 
different from our own but which share with 
us a common faith in Jesus Christ as Divine 
Lord and Saviour. The program of Inter-Ch 
Aid is today the most effective way in which a 
local congregation can enter into St. Paul's con: 
ception of the Church as so truly One Body 
“that if one member suffer all suffer with it.” 
(3) The World Council relates the loca: 
church to a united effort to bring Christian in 
fluence to bear on the contemporary problem: 
of society. Especially though its Study program 
it is constantly emphasizing the fact that the 
Church has a responsibility for making Chris 
Lord of every aspect of human life. George 
MacLeod of Iona has even said that the whol 
development of the ecumenical movement i1 
our time might be described as an effort t 
discover what it means, in practice, to affirm th 
Lordship of Christ. This Lordship, as the Stud 
program of the World Council makes clear, ha 
to do not only with the personal attitudes © 
the individual Christian but with the whol 
complex of social relationships in the worl 
which God has created. The studies of the sis 
nificance of the Gospel for our social, economi 
inter-racial and international life are concre 
ways in which each local church can have 
conscious part in a determined effort to fir 
out what the Lordship of Christ means for th 
life of today. 
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